FIVE DOCTRINAL

DISTINCTIVES

SUMMARY

We stand in the tradition of historic evangelical confessionalism. The following five
theologically-driven distinctives are a good summary of what we believe as a whole.

Our full Statement of Faith follows these five distinctives.

1. THE GOSPEL

Statement

We believe the gospel is the good news of what
God has graciously accomplished for sinners
through the sinless life, sacrificial death, and bodily
resurrection of his Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ,
namely our forgiveness from sin and complete
justification before God; this gospel is also the
foundation for our confidence in the ultimate
triumph of God's kingdom, and the consummation
of his purpose for all creation in the new heavens
and new earth.

Key Points

a. This gospel is centered in Christ, is the
foundation for the life of the Church, and is our
only hope for eternal life; this gospel is not
proclaimed if Christ's penal substitutionary
death and bodily resurrection are not central
to our message.

Scripture

Mark 1:1

Luke 24:46-47

John 3:16-18

Romans 1:16-17

Romans 1:18-25

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
2:2:151-4

2 Corinthians 4:1-6;
913

Galatians 1.6-9

Ephesians 1. 7-10

Colossians 1: 19-20

2 Timothy 1:8-14

2 Peter 3:11-13

Jude 3-4

Revelation 21:1-22:21


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.46-47
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.18-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.18-25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2015.1-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%204.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%209.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%201.6-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.%207-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.%2019-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%201.8-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.%2011-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude%203-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.1-22.21

1. THE GOSPEL (cont.)

b. This Gospel is not only the means by which people are saved, but also the
truth and power by which people are sanctified; it is the truth of the Gospel
that enables us to genuinely and joyfully do what is pleasing to God and to
grow in progressive conformity to the image of Christ.

c. The salvation offered in this gospel message is received by grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ alone; no ordinance, ritual, work, or any other
activity on the part of man is required in order to be saved.

2. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

Scripture
We enthusiastically embrace the sovereignty of John 112-13: 6:37—44:
God's grace in saving sinners. We affirm that God 10:25-30
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the '
world, not on the basis of foreseen faith but Acts 13:48;16:30-31
unconditionally, according to his sovereign good Romans 3:1-4:25;

pleasure and will. 8:1-17,31-39; 9:1-23:

10:8-10
Ephesians 1:4-5;
a. We believe that through the work of the Holy 2:8-10
Spirit, God will draw the elect to faith in his
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, graciously and _
effectually overcoming their stubborn Titus 3:3-7
resistance to the gospel so that they will most 1John 1:7,9
assuredly and willingly believe.
b. We also believe that these, the elect of God
whom he gave to the Son, will persevere in
belief and godly behavior and be kept secure
in their salvation by grace through faith.

Philippians 2:12-13


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.37-44
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.25-30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2013.48
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2016.30-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.1-4.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%208.1-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%208.31-39
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%209.1-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2010.8-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.4-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%202.8-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%203.3-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.9

2. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD (cont.)

c. We believe that God's sovereignty in this salvation neither diminishes the
responsibility of people to believe in Christ nor marginalizes the necessity
and power of prayer and evangelism, but rather reinforces and establishes
them as the ordained means by which God accomplishes his ordained ends.

3. THE HOLY SPIRIT

We recognize and rest upon the necessity of the
empowering presence of the Holy Spirit for all of
life and ministry. The Holy Spirit is fully God, equal
with the Father and Son, whose primary ministry is
to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ; he also convicts
unbelievers of their need for Christ and imparts
spiritual life through regeneration (the new birth).

a. The Spirit permanently indwells, graciously
sanctifies, lovingly leads, and empowers all
who are brought to faith in Christ so that they
might live in obedience to the inerrant
Scriptures.

b. The model for our reliance upon the Spirit and
our experience of his indwelling and
empowering presence is the Lord Jesus Christ
himself who was filled with the Spirit and
entirely dependent upon his power for the
performance of miracles, the preaching of the
kingdom of God, and all other dimensions of
his earthly ministry.

Scripture

Matthew 3:11; 12:28

Luke 41, 14; 5:17;10:21

John 1:12-13; 3:1-15,
34:14:12; 15:26-27;
16:7-15

Acts 2:14-21; 4:29-30;
10:38

Romans 8:9; 12:3-8

1 Corinthians 12:7-13;
12:28-31; 14:1-33

2 Corinthians 1:21-22

Galatians 3:1-5

Ephesians 1:13-14; 518


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13

3. THE HOLY SPIRIT (cont.)

c. The Holy Spirit who indwelt and empowered Christ in like manner indwells
and empowers us through spiritual gifts he has bestowed for the work of
ministry and the building up of the body of Christ. Although there are
different understandings among Christians of the nature and function of
these gifts, we all recognize that they are divine provisions central to
spiritual growth and effective ministry and are to be eagerly desired,
faithfully developed, and lovingly exercised according to biblical guidelines.

4. GENDER EQUALITY AND MALE

SERVANTHOOD

We are deeply committed to the spiritual & moral
equality of male & female and to men as
responsible servant-leaders in both home and
church. Both men and women are together
created in the divine image and are therefore
equal before God as persons, possessing the same
moral dignity and value, and have equal access to
God through faith in Christ. Men and women are
together the recipients of spiritual gifts designed
to empower them for ministry in the local church
and beyond. Therefore, women are to be
encouraged, equipped, and empowered to utilize
their gifting in ministry, in service to the body of
Christ, and through teaching in ways that are
consistent with the Word of God.

Scripture

Genesis 1:26-27; 218
Acts 18:24-26

1 Corinthians 11:2-16
Galatians 3:28
Ephesians 5:22-33
Colossians 3:18-19

1 Timothy 2:11-15; 3:1-7
Titus 2:3-5

1 Peter 3:1-7


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13

4. GENDER EQUALITY AND MALE SERVANTHOOD (cont.)

a. Both husbands and wives are responsible to God for spiritual nurture and
vitality in the home, but God has given to the man primary responsibility to
lead his wife and family in accordance with the servant-leadership and
sacrificial love characterized by Jesus Christ. This principle of male headship
should not be confused with, nor give any hint of, domineering control.
Rather, it is to be the loving, tender and nurturing care of a godly man who
is himself under the kind and gentle authority of Jesus Christ.

b. The Elders/Pastors of Anchor Church have been granted authority under
the headship of Jesus Christ to provide oversight and to teach/preach the
Word of God in corporate assembly for the building up of the body. The

office of Elder/Pastor is restricted to qualified men.

5. THE LOCAL CHURCH

We embrace a missionary understanding of the
local church and its role as the primary means by
which God chooses to establish his kingdom on
earth. The church has a clear biblical mandate to
look beyond its own community to the
neighborhood, the nation, and the world as a
whole; thus mission is not an optional program in
the church but an essential element in the identity
of the church.

Scripture

Isaiah 52:7

Matthew 10:5-25;
28:18-20

Luke 418-19; 24:46-47

Acts 28:3]

Romans 10:14-15

2 Corinthians 10:4-5

Galatians 2:10

Ephesians 3:10;
411-16


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13

5. THE LOCAL CHURCH (cont.) )
Scripture

2 Timothy 4:1-5

a. We are called to make Christ known through Hebrews 10:23-25
the g.ospe'l and, by'the power of the Ho‘ly Splr‘lt, 1| Peter 2:4-5, 910
to bring his lordship to bear on every dimension
of life.

b. The primary way we fulfill this mission is
through the planting of churches that plant
churches and the training of their leaders. Our
aim is that Jesus Christ would be more fully
formed in each person through the ministry of
those churches God enables us to plant in the
East Valley and through our partnership with
Acts 29, around the world. We also believe we
are responsible neither to retreat from our
culture nor to conform to it, but with humility,
through the Spirit and the truth of the gospel,
to engage it boldly as we seek its
transformation and submission to the lordship
of Christ.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12-13

